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Financial security 
agreement 
To be commensurate 
to the full cost of 
decommissioning 
installed infrastructure

Offshore Electricity Infrastructure Framework

Area identification 
Due diligence 
assessment and 
public consultation

Management plan
Required before any 
infrastructure can be 
installed
Covers:
• Work, health and safety 

requirements 
• Environmental 

requirements 
• Operational plans 
• Consultation 
• Decommissioning cost 

estimate

Commercial licence
40 year term

Minister
 

Declaration
Declaring an area 
that is suitable 
for offshore 
renewable energy 
infrastructure 

Minister
 

Invitation to apply 
for feasibility 
licence 
Competitive 
assessment process

Offshore Infrastructure Registrar 
Responsible for assessment of 
applications and ongoing licence 
administration

Offshore Infrastructure Regulator 
Responsible for oversight of work, health 
and safety, environmental management, 
infrastructure integrity and financial security 
for offshore infrastructure activities

Minister (for Energy)
Responsible for making all licensing 
decisions under the framework

Department of Industry, Science, Energy  
and Resources (DISER)
Responsible for leading area identification 
process and advising and supporting the 
Minister for Energy

Regulator

Roles and responsibilities

Project 
commencement

Minister

 

Minister

Application for 
feasibility licence
Submitted to and 
assessed by the Registrar

Feasibility licence
7 year term

Commercial stream

Registrar

Design notification scheme
Mandatory for all 
commercial projects

 

Application for research 
and demonstration licence
Over the counter 
application

Research and 
demonstration 
licence
10 year term

Research and demonstration stream

Registrar Minister

 

Application for 
transmission and 
infrastructure licence
Over the counter 
application 

Transmission and 
infrastructure 
licence
Variable term equal 
to asset life

Transmission and infrastructure stream

*No declaration required

Registrar Minister


